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Mam Le has made a name for
himself writing exotic short

stories and now he is thinking hard
about his first novel.

Le's writing has been widely
anthologised and his first book -
The Boat, a collection of short
stories - is published in
Australia next month, It
follows no particular theme
and wanders widely around
the world. One story is set in
Colomba. Another 15 about

teenage boys living

Australian fishing town. Yet
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carrying Vietnamese refugees bound

for a better life.
The 29-year-old

former lawyer

exhaustively researched his stories,
and m at least one of them twists fact
mto Action, leaving the reader
floundering. “It's not a non-fiction

book by any means,”

says Le, who

was born in Vietnam and raised in
Melbourne. *I'm not so concerned
with getting everything nght,
because what is ‘getting evervthing

right’ anyway?"

Perhaps that's why he abandoned
his career as a lawyer “pretty much

as soon as | started”

in 2004, and set

sail for the United States, where he
studied for a fine arts masters degree

m wnrmg in lowa,

I'hese days he

spends his time reading, writing and
thinking as the writer-in-residence at
an exclusive preparatory school in
New Hampshire and as fiction editor
of the Harvard Review.

His plan is to continue to tap into
much-touted American philanthropy
to fund his life's work. “T just thank

my lucky stars that

there were role

medels out there like LK. Rowling
who made some Vietnamese parents
think that writing might be a
financially viable option.”
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