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Are we taking Indonesia seriously?

Howard Dick on a worrying lack of urgency as an important relationship is neglected

ustralia still struggles to government's withdrawal of federal
take Indonesia seriously. funding for Asian languags
understands the Between 2001 and 2005
tise of China but who talks th-mnnbaofbdocmnhnmsc
about the rise of dents in hools fell
Indonesia? Yet only last month bylsperwu more than double
the rate of decline in overall
Y sat down language numbers.
with the Jeaders of the United States, The government's inflexible,
Japan, China, India, major high-level travel alert hardly
and Australia at encourages the study of Indonesia.
the Group of 20 summit in London. Parents are given official reason to
Indonesia has been a democracy for believe that Indonesia is too
10 years and just held its third dangerous. For students who do
general election. These 240 million persist, the travel warning leads
people will influence our future to an insurance obstacle: secondary
much more than 6 million Papus students seeking in-country study
New Guineans or 4 million New of Indonesian get no closer
Zealanders. But are we engaged? than Darwin.
And could we do better? The flow-on is that the number of
In 2009, official Australis- d dying Indonesi
Indonesia relations appear to be language and society in Australian
back on a firm footing after the universities is also in rapid decline
turbulence of the Jobn Howard- — the Asian Studies Association of
George Bush years. The Jakarta Australia reports a 24 per cent fall
embassy is Australia’s between 2001 and 2007, Because
overseas post, ahead of London and staff numbers are tied to student
‘Washington; Indocesia is earolments, academics are being
Australia’s leading aid recipient and programs shut down
its 11th biggest trading partner. The and departments
Australis-ASEAN free-trade Vital research expertise on
agreement has been ratified and an Indonesia is thereby being whittled
Auitralis-Indonesia free-trade away and there is little opportunity
agreement is well advanced. for aspiring young academics.
Ifthere is any danger, it is sheer kas been slow to engage our more prosp de tic and sophisticated neight Prowx REUTERS  Australia had built up an enviable
complacency on Australia’s part. international reputation as the
‘We have been slow to rise to the 15,000 enrolled in Australian the exception of Pakistan, wedonot  annexation for more than 20 years,  world centre for Indonesian
challenges and opportunities of schools and universities. Buttourist  seck closer relations with them. Awdu:mddenmofpohay On present trends, this will soon
a more prosperous, democratic flows have fluctuated wildly in After quiet diplomacy failed to and its military intervention, albeit  cease to be the case, A vital piece of
and sophisticated response to terrorist bombingsand  have the ban lifted, the Indonesian ~ under United Nations auspices, was  the nation’s soft infrastructure will
and are squandering our remain below their 1997 peak. Foreign Minister made a forthright  seen asa grievous betrayal, belost.
intellectual expertise. Investment is still weak. Figures public request at recent bilateral Indonesia’s harsh rule and military lnwmo[is:mhime.tb«
In Indonesian eyes, the defeatof  from the Australian Bureau of talks for the warning to be atrocities in East Timor were not ia relationship is
the Howard government in 2007 Statistics indicate the stock of all downagraded. The Australian known to the Indonesian public, fnl!m;mloplm Thehumnmv
marked a firm break with the past. types of Australian investment in government's tired response was who saw their country as having is complacency. For all the warm
hisp Indonesia bas risen slowly from that the matter is continually generously funded the development  rhetoric, there is no sense of urgency
relationship with Yudhoyono, $2.9 billion in 2001 to$34 billionin  reviewed, acting on expert advice. of its newest and poorest province.  that building a common
former prime minister Howardwas 2007, just 0.3 per cent of total In March 2009, Aum!hand Then came the terrorist attackson  requires & large investment in Asia
not seen as a friend of Indonesia. outwards investment. Indones:: Indonesia signed & of the USin September 2001. Howard's  education to create 3 society that
The end of the invested $400 million in A lia, 50 d _,,waﬂawmoa clumsy remark about Australia’s can envisage a shared future.
administration in the United States  thenetoutflow was only $3 billion.  flexible work and holiday visas for  role as deputy-shenifY for the US Student interest is collapsing in
and the inzuguration of Barack Foreign direct investment (FDI) young, tertiary-educated people. reverberated in Indonesia and hools and universities; teaching
Obama, with his Indonesian where the parent exercises  The Australian Immigration encouraged those who saw Australia  and h expertise is dissipating.
backponnd,hwahohclpodw managerial control may be a better Minister observed the travel ummﬁn;mﬂiwythml. With some notable exceptions,
create a more rel indication of warning had not stopped 1y lian business sees no future in
dumw.Dapnthereeem commitment: this figure rose from Australians from visiting Ind A lian publicto  its own region. Hence there are
ion of the Bali bomb $500 million in 2001 to $1.8 billion in Australia’s position is therefore theaxd:ppa!t‘oﬂheAeehtsmm almost no career paths for
imaniamoemdpohoeoo- 2007. Yetdespite astrong trend, the  like that of bus drivers steering with mdmcmmmtspledgeoraid Indonesia experts outside an
operation have avoided further 2007 total was only 0.6 per cent of one foot on the brake. When }ia in 2 more d public service.
terrorist incidents. outward FDI, compared with 2.5 per  challenged they defend it as a safety lxght.mdlhhplwdlhcwlyfon In 2009, Australia has still not
Aid is the clearest Australian cent for China and Hong Kongand  measure, butadd, *‘Don’t worry, made upits mind whether it wants
commitment 10 the long-term 15 per cent for New Zealand. the brake isn"t working!™ Hanrdandmcineoming to engage with Indonesiz. Our
ip. Indonesia now ranks ‘Why doesa't proximity encourage  Perhaps the gr bstacle to president, Yudhoyono. hearts, minds and wallets are still
ahead of Papua New Guinea as Austnﬂummtoyaym closer long-term relations is that the In 2005 2 trade and investment. Isewhere, Even the A i
A lia's No. 1 aid recipient under toinvesting in Indonesia?  Australian public remains largely framework agreement was signed government, having been twice
a five-year program. The H d It cannot be lack of business ignorant and deeply suspicious of bavnandemnimfoﬂowedm surprised by bombings in Bali,
government had pledged an jpportunitics, An iy of Indonesia. This is partly the old 2006 by a comprehensive framework  clings doggedly to an official policy
additional $1 billion over fiveyears 240 million people growing until bogey of “the threat from the security co-operation. This of discouraging Australians from
in 2005 25 post-tsunami aid under a mdyuMGpaemnyws north™ — therearealotof peoplein  Lombok Treaty is now the formal visiting Indonesia. This is absurd.
newAumKaIndom pienxyol' PP _lm Indonesiz, ergo they must covet basis for the broad diplomatic Letthe travel advice advise
Par p for R cti Ind onto A lia. The factthat relationship, A key principle is that Axmnhmaboummh.pwnde
an.chwlome h . is 2 prob most Indonesians are Muslim makes  both countries will *‘refrain from the
In June 2008, Prime Minister mdkbwrrezdnimmkhpl the equation with terrorism. Finally, thmormcoffotoemmme :nd,umthcmofmuothu
Kcvmknddmd‘mdhoyonomlkd pmmnandmncloed lndom\smwbemup(ud integrity or political countries, advise on the provinces or
this into & new Australia-I gov P o its judicial system hop dependence of the other™". cities or places that are best avoided,
Partnership agreement for deteri Nevertheless, for *““Border security"’ therefore Education is the best way to The Nanny Australia warnings do
$500 million a year in aid until 2013.  most Australian firms Indonesia is 1 bliminally into improve understanding in us all a disservice. Advance
The priorities are heaith  simply not on the radar screen. protection against threats from both countries. Here Australialags  Australia Timid?
and development. The Australian government's ia:terrorism, boatpeople,  well behind Indonesia. For Howard Dick s pro n
Economic relations are also stubborn persistence with 8 disease, drugs and 50 on. ity-ed d Ind atthel -
strengthening. By 2007 two-way level four travel warning to The Indonesian public, forits proficiency in English has b Aol Sndconiol S i
trade bad reached $10 billion, albeit  “‘reconsider your need to travel" patt, is suspicious of A tial as 2 means 1o 2C0SsS 1O and law st the University of
much less than with Thailand to Indonesia is 2 stumbling blockto  Goodwill carried over from global networks. Englishistaughtin  po o ocna A
($14 billion) or Malaysia closer relations. Indonesiaand East A lian support for Ind most dary school This is part of & series of essays
(Sleﬂhm).Semoemdeuafu- Timor are treated on 2 par with independence in the late 1940s usually not very well eotmisslomdbywume
growing comp has tries such as the D L dissipated in 1999 b In Australia, enrolments in ty of Melb y
ken Malaysia and Singap Republic of Nigeria, Australia’s support for the Indonesian language at schools and mnwmswm
as the main South-East Asian source Pahsundem‘nmcmnot indep of Ind 's East iversities have been in marked Asia. The full version can be found at
of international studeats, with about countries and, with Timor pe After supporting decli ) d by the Hi WWw. odu.2u
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