
The  2009  As ia l i nk  Re t rea t  b rough t  t oge the r  42  i nd i v i dua l s  f r om d i ve rse  p ro fess iona l  sec to rs  w i t h  t he  

common  goa l  o f  i nc reas ing  t he i r  unde rs tand ing  and  ab i l i t y  t o  e f f ec t i ve l y  engage  w i t h  As ia .The  week  cove red  th ree  

key  t hemes :  De fence ,  Economic  Engagemen t  and  Reg iona l  A rch i t ec tu re ,  wh i ch  we re  punc tua ted  w i t h  

coun t r y  f ocussed  d inne rs  i nc lud ing  Japan ,  I nd ia ,  and  Ma lays ia .  Th i s  documen t  i s  a  response  to  t he  

p resen ta t i ons  made  to  Leade rs  P rog ram Fe l l ows  i n  Canbe r ra   by  M in i s te r s ,  Ambassado rs ,  academics  and  j ou rna l i s t s . 

     

     D ip lomacy

     Leadersh ip
Defence  and  Secur i ty
     Change
Economic  engagement  ==>    ==>  Engag ing  w i th  As ia
     Educat ion
Reg iona l  a rch i tec ture
     I den t i ty

     H is tory

As ia .  Aust ra l i a .  Iden t i ty.

We re f l ec t  on  ou r  Aus t ra l i an -ness  as  much  as  we  a t t emp t  t o  unde rs tand  As ia

Why  no t  t r u l y  l i s t en  t o  wha t  As ian  vo i ces  a re  say ing  abou t  ‘ us ’?

Le t ’s  move  on  the  30 -yea r  deba te  as  t o  whe the r  Aus t ra l i a  i s  o r  i sn ’ t  pa r t  o f  As ia

As ian  coun t r i es  a re  no t  f ocused  on  Aus t ra l i an  i ssues  o f  i den t i t y  -  pe rhaps  i t  i sn ’ t  app rop r i a te  t ha t  we  s t i l l  a re?

A cons i s ten t  app roach  to  reg iona l  i s sues  i s  impo r tan t

The re  i s  scep t i c i sm w i th i n  As ia  o f  Aus t ra l i a ’s  i n ten t i ons  and  ro le  i n  t he  reg ion  and  Aus t ra l i a  needs  to  engage  w i t h 

i t s  r eg ion  i n  a  manne r  t ha t  r e f l ec t s  and  p romo tes  mu tua l  accep tance

Aus t ra l i a ’s  ro l e  i n  ex i s t i ng  reg iona l  a r ch i t ec tu re  i s  c r i t i ca l  t o  secu r i ng  Aus t ra l i a ’s  i n te res t  i n  t he  reg ion

A f i rm  commi t tmen t  t o  t he  Eas t  As ia  Summi t t  i s  needed ;  i n teg ra t i on  o f  t r ade  and  peop le - to -peop le  re la t i ons  w i t h  

ASEAN i s  ve ry  impo r tan t 

ASEAN i s  a  cen t ra l  and  As ian - i n i t i a ted  s t ruc tu re  and  i t  was  huge l y  s i gn i f i can t  f o r  Aus t ra l i a  t o  be  i nv i t ed  t o  t he 

Eas t  As ia  Summi t t  -  i t  t ook  10 -15  yea rs  f o r  Aus t ra l i a  t o  ge t  t he re

Mu tua l  r espec t :  co l l abo ra t i on ,  coope ra t i on  and  commun ica t i on  a re  o f  u tmos t  impo r tance ;  t he  sudden  

announcemen t  o f  t he  2020  v i s i on  f o r  an  APC shows  a  f a i l u re  o f  t h i s  p rocess ,  whe reas  t he  success fu l  

r e l a t i onsh ip  be tween  the  AFP and  Indones ian  Po l i ce  i n  coun te r - t e r ro r i sm suppo r t s  t h i s  i dea .

Engagement 

To  be  a  reg iona l  l eade r  Aus t ra l i a  mus t  ga in  a  deepe r  unde rs tand ing ,  ac ross  gove rnmen t  and  bus iness ,  o f  wha t 

i s  r equ i red  t o  engage  w i t h  As ia 

 

Do  we  need  to  wo rk  a  l i t t l e  ha rde r  on  ge t t i ng  Aus t ra l i a ’s  v i ews  on  As ia  i n  o rde r  be fo re  we  app roach  the  reg ion 

w i t h  t he  v i gou r  o f  t he  APC p roposa l? 

H i s to ry  ma t te r s .  Wha t  can  we  l ea rn  f r om ou r  p rev ious  enagemen ts  w i t h  As ia? 

The  bu i l d i ng  b locks  o f  cu l t u ra l  compe tence  w i l l  be  es tab l i shed  w i t h i n  t he  Aus t ra l i an  educa t i on  sys tem;  

gene ra t i ona l  change  i s  needed  th roughou t

No  more  m ixed  messages ;  c l a r i t y  i s  key

Trade  i n  As ia  i s  dynamic  and  t r anscends  bo rde rs ;  i t ’ s  ove rs imp l i s t i c  t o  cons ide r  t he  r i se  o f  Ch ina  w i l l  be  

a t  t he  expense  o f  o the r  na t i ons

The re  i s  an  oppo r tun i t y  i n  t he  reg ion  f o r  Aus t ra l i a  t o  expo r t  w i t h i n  t he  se rv i ces  sec to r

The  cha l l enge  w i l l  be  t o  ove rcome  the  i dea  tha t  Aus t ra l i a  i s  p redominan t l y  a  na tu ra l  r esou rce  p rov ide r 

I t ’ s  impo r tan t  f o r  Aus t ra l i a  t o  remember  o ld  and  emerg ing  pa r tne rsh ips  as  we l l  as  l ook  t o  newer  re l a t i onsh ips 

such  as  t he  one  w i t h  Ch ina 

Aus t ra l i a  needs  to  be  sens i t i ve  rega rd ing  ba lanc ing  domes t i c  and  i n te rna t i ona l  agendas

The re  i s  a  d i sconnec t  be tween  Aus t ra l i a ’s  de fence  asp i ra t i ons  and  the  rea l i t y  o f  any  reg iona l  t h rea t .

Aus t ra l i ans  mus t  become more  aware  o f  ou r  h i s to r y  and  the  d i ve rse  h i s to r i es  o f  t he  w ide r  As ian  reg ion .  

W i thou t  a  comprehens i ve  app rec ia t i on  o f  h i s to r y  and  cu l t u re  Aus t ra l i ans  r i sk  be ing  v i ewed  as  neo - 

co lon ia l i s t  and  pa t ron i s i ng .  The re  i s  an  u rgen t  need  fo r  g rea te r  As ian  l i t e racy  i n  Aus t ra l i a  t ha t  r equ i res  s i gn i f i can t  

i nc reases  i n  gove rnmen t  suppo r t .  G i ven  the  cu r ren t  secu r i t y,  economic  and  po l i t i ca l  s i t ua t i on  i n  t he  reg ion ,   

Aus t ra l i a  can  be  op t im is t i c  abou t  i t s  f u tu re  as  an  i nc reas ing l y  impo r tan t  p l aye r  i n  t he  As ia  Pac i f i c  Cen tu ry.

Asia  Po l icy  I ssues :  Summar is ing  the  2009  Canber ra  Leaders  Re t rea t


